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WHY DO SO MANY LOCAL CHURCHES OF THE CHRIST NOT HAVE ELDERS? 
 

 We read about “the elders of the church” in the 

New Testament (James 5:14). In the Bible, “the elders 

of the church” refers to those brothers who serve as 

the overseers of a local flock of God (Acts 20:17,28). 

They also are identified as “pastors/shepherds” 

(Ephesians 4:11) and “bishops” (Philippians 1:1).  

 Paul charged Titus to set in order things which 

were lacking when he labored on Crete. That included 

appointing elders in every city (Titus 1:5). 

 That same apostle, along with Barnabas, 

“appointed elders in every church” near the tail-end of 

their lengthy preaching trip together (Acts 14:23). 

 God declares the need for Christians to have rulers 

over them in the spiritual realm, those who watch for 

their souls (Hebrews 13:17). This is an indirect 

reference to the elders of the church (Acts 20:17,28). 

 The Holy Spirit set forth the God-required 

characteristics for those brothers who serve as elders 

in the church. They are a “must,” and we read such 

qualifications in Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-7. 

 Let us summarize: (1) appoint elders in every city, 

(2) appoint elders in every church, (3) spiritual rulers 

needed, and (4) the qualifications for elders are 

revealed. If God thought it was important enough to 

tell mankind His will about what kind of person may 

serve as an overseer in His church, and He also tells 

such men to take heed to and shepherd His flock, then 

would we not conclude that He desires for His church 

to have qualified brothers serving as elders? 

Absolutely. So, yes, God is in favor of the proposal to 

have brothers serving as elders in His church. 

 You may not be aware of this, but some Christians 

have lived and died on the earth and never met a 

single elder.  If God wants local churches of the Christ 

to have pastors, then why is it that so many do not?  

 Some congregations do not have elders because 

they are composed entirely of new converts. Novices 

are not allowed to be bishops (1 Timothy 3:6). 

 Some churches do not have elders because there is 

only one male among their membership. Other 

congregations have multiple male members, but only 

one of them is ready to serve as an overseer. In God’s 

arrangement, local churches need to have a plurality 

of brothers comprising an eldership (Acts 14:23). 

 Some local churches do not have elders because 

the brothers who could be considered to fill that role 

feel that their duties with their secular jobs do not 

allow them to give the kind of commitment needed to 

be faithful, sheep-serving elders. 

 Other congregations do not have elders because 

the male members do not have a desire to serve. 

Having a heart that wants to reach out and take on that 

responsibility is a requirement (1 Timothy 3:1), so 

until the desire exists, there will not be an eldership. 

 Some congregations struggle to transition to the 

point of appointing elders because, quite frankly, most 

of the members prefer to keep going on indefinitely 

with no elders. Why? Well, things seem to be going 

rather smoothly when everybody collectively oversees 

the work, so why ruin our nice little setup by 

appointing a few men to be our spiritual rulers? Hear 

this: any congregation which takes the approach that it 

is best not to have elders, thinking, “We do not want 

or need elders” is not walking in harmony with God’s 

plan. They need to transform their mind and grow up.  

 Some churches do not have elders because the 

brothers are hesitant to take on such a serious task 

because they fear that they never will be flawless. 

They are right about that! God’s requirement, though, 

is not to be flawless, but to be faithful as His steward 

(Titus 1:7; 1 Corinthians 4:2). We err if we make it 

sound as if God’s required character traits are so 

stringent that no one ever could be qualified to serve 

as a faithful elder. That is not a biblical concept. 

 Going forward, what do we need to do to get more 

qualified elderships in place? (1) Education on what 

the Bible teaches about elders; (2) Leadership training; 

(3) Encouragement to our brothers to set a goal to 

mature spiritually so they can serve as an overseer; (4) 

Godly, effective shepherding from those who already 

serve as elders – examples send a powerful message.  

 We are not lacking scriptural instruction about 

elders. For some congregations, it is just a matter of 

time before their brothers have matured enough to 

serve as elders. God loves the church, and so do we. 

He wants to see faithful elderships over every local 

flock of His; so do we. Let us pray about this. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF JEHORAM, THE SON OF JEHOSHAPHAT
 

 Jehoram, who served as the fifth king of Judah, 

was the oldest son of Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 21:3). 

He reigned alone for eight years, though he apparently 

first co-reigned with his daddy (2 Chronicles 21:8; 2 

Kings 8:16; 1:17). Jehoram’s wife was Athaliah, who 

was the daughter of the ungodly duo Ahab and Jezebel 

(2 Chronicles 21:6).  

 First, some historical information about Jehoram. 

Once he strengthened himself as king, in a manner 

that totally was unprovoked, he killed all of his 

brothers (2 Chronicles 21:1-4). Despite the evil in 

Jehoram’s life, the Lord did not destroy the house of 

David completely due to His covenant with David (2 

Chronicles 21:7). Judah ultimately would be brought 

down, but it would by God’s wisdom; in Jehoram’s 

day, the time had not yet come for that to take place. 

 The dominant, sad message of Jehoram’s life is 

that he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, just 

as the house of Ahab did (2 Kings 8:18; 2 Chronicles 

21:6). How could a king of the Southern Kingdom be 

influenced to follow in the ways of the corrupt kings 

of the Northern Kingdom? Here is the Bible’s 

explanation: “for the daughter of Ahab was his wife” 

(2 Kings 8:18). 

 During Jehoram’s reign, Edom successfully 

revolted against Judah (2 Kings 8:20-22; 2 Chronicles 

21:8-10). This was in fulfillment of what Isaac 

foretold many centuries before (Genesis 27:39,40).  

 Unfortunately, Jehoram did not follow in the paths 

of his father, Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat had put forth 

great efforts to bring God’s people back to the Lord (2 

Chronicles 19:4). Jehoram, on the other hand, “led 

Judah astray” by idolatry (2 Chronicles 21:11). What 

a difference in direction that was! 

 Elijah predicted the fashion in which Jehoram and 

his family would be afflicted due to his ungodliness 

and evil influence on Judah (2 Chronicles 21:12-15). 

The king was struck sick and died in the gruesome 

manner which Elijah foretold (21:18,19). When 

Jehoram died, he was not missed by the nation of 

Judah (2 Chronicles 21:19,20). What a sad 
commentary on his life and reign over God’s people. 

 That history was written for our learning (Romans 

15:4), so let us look at some spiritual principles.  

 In one instance, Jehoram’s reign suffered. Why? 

The Bible directly says he “had forsaken the Lord 

God” (2 Chronicles 21:10). Such happens, but there 

are no justifiable reasons for any human being doing 

that, ever. There may be a number of factors which 

influence a person to leave the Lord, and he might 

give a number of excuses and point fingers at others, 

but the bottom line is this: a person  departs from  God 

because his heart is not truly devoted to Him.  

 Jehoram’s slaughter of his brothers was 

unjustified. For their own selfish interests, some 

people are willing to take every sort of unlawful 

action which they feel will help them accomplish their 

goals. That is what Jehoram did (2 Chronicles 21:2,3). 

 Jehoram’s marriage played a role in his corruption 

and the corruption of the nation of Judah (2 

Chronicles 21:6). Why did he act like Ahab’s family? 

Because he married one of them, Ahab’s daughter! 

Look at this: he married Athaliah and at some later 

point he forsook Jehovah (2 Chronicles 21:10). Does 

anyone see a connection between those two facts?! 

Here is the general rule, which we believe to be 

universal: after one gets married, a person’s spouse 

influences him/her more than any other person in the 

world. Should this truth not cause a child of God to 

choose a spouse deliberately and with great care, 

having his/her own best spiritual interest in mind, as 

well as the spiritual interest of their offspring?  

 A question to ask self concerning a potential 

spouse: Will this person help me get to heaven? It has 

been stated wisely that we should search for a mate 

who loves the Lord more than they love us! It is no 

surprise that Jehoram’s marriage to Athaliah resulted 

in the corruption of their son, too, as the king’s bride 
was the boy’s adviser to do evil (2 Chronicles 22:2,3). 

 Jehoram’s life reminds us that having a righteous 

father does not guarantee that a child will be 

righteous, nor can a son inherit his father’s healthy 

relationship with Jehovah (Ezekiel 18:5-13,20). 

Jehoshaphat, the father of Jehoram, walked in the 

good ways of David, but Jehoram, Jehoshaphat’s son, 

failed to walk in the ways of his father (2 Chronicles 

21:12,13). Each of us is accountable to the Lord as an 
individual. 

 Jehoram himself was ungodly in his conduct. 

More than that, under his rule, the people of Judah 

committed widespread harlotry. Even more tragic is 

the truth that the king himself actually led them astray, 

as it is written, “. . . he . . . caused the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem to commit harlotry, and led Judah astray” 

(2 Chronicles 21:11). It is a serious offense to be a 

stumblingblock to others (Luke 17:1,2) or to lead 

them away from the path of righteousness. 

 Like all the rest of us, Jehoram had great potential. 

He had many opportunities to use his blessings and 

position to serve the Lord and help his people do the 

same. For the most part, in this area he failed 

miserably. And, he had no one to blame but himself. 

Are we listening?  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



SOME FALSE IDEAS ABOUT CHRISTIAN LIVING

 Through the Christ, Christians enjoy the most 

abundant life (John 10:10). While the Bible is clear in 

setting forth what the Lord expect of His followers, 

sometimes people develop or accept various false 

concepts about Christian living. Let us point out a few 
false notions which we encounter from time to time. 

 Some seem to think that as a Christian, all one has 

to do is to refrain from taking part in evil activities. It 

is true that there are certain things in which God 

forbids us to participate, things like those noted as 

“the works of the flesh” (Galatians 5:19-21). Yet, to 

avoid doing “bad things” does not guarantee that one 

will be in the right relationship with the Lord. God 

calls on Christians to be doers of His word (James 

1:22). God calls on Christians to imitate Jesus (1 Peter 

2:21,22) and to possess certain spiritual qualities (2 

Peter 1:5-11). Our Lord calls us to action: to serve, 

love, study, pray, and teach others the gospel are some 

of the responsibilities which all children of God have. 

One might pat himself on the back because he does no 

harm to others. In fact, being a Christian is a higher 
calling than just sitting and doing nothing. 

 A second false concept is that God’s standard for 

Christians’ conduct is set so high that it is impossible 

to be faithful. Some who strive to be faithful get 

frustrated and wonder, “What is the point of even 

trying if I can never be faithful?” Because the Lord is 

gracious, righteous, and fair, He never would demand 

something of humans which they are not capable of 

doing. Remember: there is a difference between being 

sinless and being faithful. No member of the Lord’s 

body has ever been sinless, but many have been 

faithful. Paul wrote epistles to “faithful brethren” in 

multiple locations (Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:2). It 

is not easy, but it is possible to be faithful in serving 

Jesus. He has promised a “crown of life” to those who 

love Him and serve Him faithfully despite the 

challenges they face (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10). 

 Others propose a monastery or mountain top 

approach to being a Christian. They understand that 

the Lord does not want us to imitate the world or be 

contaminated by it (Romans 12:1,2; James 1:27). 

They conclude that the best thing to do is totally 

isolate yourself from the world. That way, the ways of 

the world will not creep into your life. The reality is, 

for a person to live alone or only around good people 

does not guarantee that he will not sin. Folks can have 

evil thoughts (Genesis 6:5) or blaspheme God, 

regardless of their surroundings. A second downfall of 

the total-isolation approach is that Jesus wants His 

disciples to act like the salt of the earth and the light 

of the world (Matthew 5:13-16). They cannot set forth 

a good example and be a positive influence on others 

if they have no contact with them. A third 

consideration is the need for Christians to teach the 

gospel to lost people (Mark 16:15,16). If we were to 

totally barricade ourselves in a place far away from 

everyone else on the planet, we would be failing in 

our mission to help others learn the way of salvation.  

 There also are those who seem to think that being 

a Christian means one thing: you go to church on 

special days. Their reasoning is, as long as you do 

that, then you should be in good shape with the Lord. 

Many circle two days per year on their calendar as 

times when one “must” “go to church.” How 

interesting that the so-called “two biggest days” of the 

year (Easter and Christmas) are not even mentioned in 

the Bible! People sooth their conscience by making an 

appearance in a religious facility on those humanly-

devised occasions and give no thought to the Savior 

the rest of the year. Such is not New Testament 

Christianity! Neither is attending the services of God’s 

church every first day of the week, then going out and 

living like a child of the devil the rest of the week. 

Jesus calls His disciples to take up their cross each 

day (Luke 9:23), pray without ceasing (1 

Thessalonians 5:17), and constantly exhort one another 

(Hebrews 3:13). Faithful attendance of the church’s 

assembling is part of what a child of God does 
(Hebrews 10:24,25), but that is not all there is to it.  

 Here is a final false idea to analyze: “It is so 

convenient to be a Christian. You do not need to 

worry about sinning. If you sin, you just say a little 

prayer and ask God to forgive you, and He will.” We 

sometimes hear such a concept from those who 

criticize the Bible and Christianity. We also observe 

that some members of the church apparently take such 
an approach to sin and confession of it. 

 The Bible plainly portrays Christians as people 

who commit sin, despite their efforts to avoid it (1 

John 1:8,10). God’s promise is that He will forgive 

His children who walk in the light and confess their 

sins (1 John 1:7,9). We take comfort in these words: 

“And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). Is it 

possible for a person to abuse this privilege? It sure is. 

The Bible teaches us that God wants us to abhor and 

abstain from evil (Romans 12:9). When Christians 

confess their sins, it needs to come from a heart of 

repentance and a commitment to do their best to avoid 

such transgressions in the future (Acts 8:21,22). 

 Our closing appeal is simple: our concept of 

Christian living needs to be based totally on the Bible. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



1 Corinthians 11:23-29 – LORD’S SUPPER MATTERS

 In the New Testament, once we get past the book 

of Acts, the Lord’s Supper is mentioned only in what 

we call the book of First Corinthians. And, in the 

entire new covenant message, the term “the Lord’s 

Supper” is found only one time — in 1 Corinthians 

11:20. Paul earlier spoke briefly about the communion 

of the blood and body of the Christ (1 Corinthians 

10:16), but his most lengthy statements concerning the 

Supper are found in chapter eleven. 

 We want to focus on a few aspects of the message 

of 1 Corinthians 11:23-29. Please read it thoughtfully: 
23 

For I received from the Lord that which I also 

delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on 

the same night in which He was betrayed took 

bread; 
24 

and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body 

which is broken for you; do this in remembrance 

of Me.” 
25 

In the same manner He also took the 

cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
26 

For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 

the Lord’s death till He comes. 
27 

Therefore 

whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the 

Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the 

body and blood of the Lord. 
28 

But let a man 

examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread 

and drink of the cup. 
29 

For he who eats and drinks 

in an unworthy manner
 
eats and drinks judgment 

to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 

 These are significant matters, matters that touch 

the life of every disciple of Jesus. Consider these: 

  Revelation – That which Paul wrote to the 

church of God in Corinth, he received from the Lord 

Jesus (11:23). How? By revelation. The gospel which 

Paul preached did not come from humans; rather, it 

came via “the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 

1:12). What Paul writes to the brethren in Corinth 

(and which he previously had delivered to them, 1 

Corinthians 11:23), came from the Lord. It was not 

hearsay. It was not conjecture. It came by revelation. 

It was God’s truth. With such authority behind what 

Paul wrote, the Corinthian disciples should take it to 

heart. So should we. The Lord Himself clearly stated 

the purpose of breaking bread. It is to be done “in 

remembrance” of Him (11:24,25). It is not an intake 

of food to benefit the physical body. It is not a party 

activity. It is a memorial — a call to remember what 

the Christ did for us. What was that? “He bore our 

sins in His own body on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24). 

  Symbolization – When the Master instituted the 

Lord’s Supper with His apostles on the night of His 

betrayal (11:23), He used literal bread and a literal 

container of juice. There were figurative gestures and 

words involved, too. When He handed bread to the 

apostles and said, “This is My body,” did He mean that 

they would eat His literal body? His literal body was 

right before their eyes. They knew when they put 

bread into their mouths that it was not His literal 

body. Thus, His words “This is My body” must have a 

figurative meaning. The bread symbolizes His body.  

 Look further. When He spoke about drinking “this 

cup” (11:25), the “cup” pointed to the contents within 

the container, not the container itself. What they 

literally drank was fruit of the vine (Mark 14:25). It 

represented the blood which He shed.  

 Again, when Jesus spoke of the “new covenant in 

My blood” (11:25), He was highlighting the truth that 

the new covenant would be sealed, as it were, by His 

blood. Just as the first covenant (Law of Moses) was 

dedicated with blood (Hebrews 9:18-20), so the new 

covenant was symbolically sealed by Jesus’ blood.  

  Proclamation – “For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). We 

proclaim Jesus’ death when we teach the gospel. We 

also proclaim His death when we praise Him and 

teach one another by singing such songs as “The Old 

Rugged Cross.” But in 1 Corinthians 11, Paul speaks 

of proclaiming our Lord’s death as we take the 

Supper. How is that so? By eating the bread and 

drinking the cup, our action declares something to 

those who observe us. What does it proclaim? That we 

believe what happened at Calvary, that the Christ died 

on a cross, shedding His blood for our redemption!  

  Examination – “But let a man examine himself, 

and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup” 

(11:28). The examining that I am to do is of one 

person — myself. This examination to which the Lord 

through Paul calls us concerns one matter. What am I 

to examine as I approach the communion? Not how I 

spoke to someone recently. Not my prayer life. Not 

my moral conduct. What I am to examine is how I 

partake of the Supper. Am I properly discerning the 

Lord’s body? (11:29). Am I concentrating on His 

death? Am I reflecting on His blood and its 

significance? At that moment, is my heart focused?  

 Please seriously consider these precious matters. 

 -- Roger D. Campbell 
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